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Abstract Social withdrawal is a common early symptom of many 

neurological disorders, including schizophrenia, Alzheimer’s 
disease, and major depressive disorder. However, the 
underlying, biological causes of this symptom are still poorly 
understood and may differ from one disease to another. The 
PRISM project will carry out a range of tests, including blood 
tests, brain scans, and measures of behavior, on patients with 
these all too common diseases in a bid to determine which 
biological parameters correlate with specific clinical symptoms, 
like social withdrawal. The hope is that the project’s findings will 
shed new light on the causes of mental illness and their 
symptoms and facilitate the development of much-needed new 
treatments. 
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